
Excerpt from Andrew Jackson’s first inauguration speech, 1829 

 

“In administering the laws of Congress I shall keep steadily in view the 
limitations as well as the extent of the Executive power trusting thereby to 
discharge the functions of my office without transcending its authority....  

In such measures as I may be called on to pursue in regard to the rights of 
the separate States I hope to be animated by a proper respect for those 
sovereign members of our Union, taking care not to confound the powers 
they have reserved to themselves with those they have granted to the 
Confederacy.... 

It will be my sincere and constant desire to observe toward the Indian 
tribes within our limits a just and liberal policy, and to give that humane 
and considerate attention to their rights and their wants which is consistent 
with the habits of our Government and the feelings of our people.... 

In the performance of a task thus generally delineated I shall endeavor to 
select men whose diligence and talents will insure in their respective 
stations able and faithful cooperation, depending for the advancement of 
the public service more on the integrity and zeal of the public officers than 
on their numbers.” 


